


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMIT BANK FOUNDATION 
 

2969 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94611 

Phone:  510-839-8800 
Fax:   510-628-0416 

 
SUMMIT BANK BRANCHES 

 
Oakland 

2969 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94611 

Phone:  510-839-8800 
Fax:  510-839-8853 

 
Emeryville 

2000 Powell Street 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
Phone:  510-428-1868 

Fax:  510-428-9434 
 

Walnut Creek 
710 Broadway 

Suite 100 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

Phone:  925-935-9220 
Fax:  925-935-9186 

 
Hayward 

1149 “A” Street 
Hayward, CA 94541 

Phone:  510-576-0991 
Fax:  510-576-0499 

 
 

2



 3

 
 
 
 
Financial Literacy for First Grade - Working Together 
 
To The Teacher 
The newspaper is a valuable source of information for students. Reading a 
newspaper each day keeps people informed about major issues and events 
that affect their lives. Learning how to use a newspaper also teaches students 
important skills for lifelong learning. Even the youngest students can 
improve their reading, math and awareness of the world by using the 
newspaper. The topics in any day’s newspaper can excite students and 
motivate them to read and learn. 
 
And, if your goal is to teach financial literacy, the newspaper is a terrific 
place to start. With all of the informational text found within its pages, the 
newspaper offers a wealth of opportunities to teach children about money – 
earning, spending, saving and more.  
 
This guide will provide you with lessons you can use with your students to 
teach them about all aspects of finances. You may use the pages as you see 
fit by photocopying and distributing them or by producing overhead 
projector sheets to share with students.  
 
Begin by allowing time for a discussion to assess what your students already 
know about money. Ask them to talk about how they get spending money 
and what they do with it when they have it. You may distribute newspapers 
to facilitate the discussion. You can ask them to skim the pages to find 
expensive items, inexpensive items, etc. You can also ask them to identify 
the ways pictured that people can earn money. 
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First Grade – It’s All About You 
 
Getting along well with others takes skill. It's not always easy to know how 
to act in every situation. It's hard to get your point across clearly. It’s hard to 
be a good listener. It's important to show respect for others but doing that is 
not always simple. These ‘people skills’ are so important that most schools 
even give report card grades telling students how they measure up. How 
were your grades in these skills on your last report card? Do your students 
think they are “A” students in getting along with each other? What grade 
would they give themselves? What are their best skills? What are their 
weaknesses? 
 
Our economy works best when people get along well with each other. Just 
like families who work together well have happy and productive lives, so it 
is with societies and their economies. Family members need food, clothing 
and shelter to live. They must work to have the money to be able to afford 
these basic needs. Plus, people need money to buy some of the luxuries that 
make life more enjoyable.  
 
So, we want money to buy things that we need and some things that we 
want. How we choose to spend our money determines our priorities. What 
are the things that are most important for us to have? How are we going to 
get the money we need in order to afford the things that we want?  How do 
we decide what is the best way to spend money? These are important 
questions that need to be considered. 
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Groups  
Content Standard: understanding the economic needs of individuals and 
groups 
1. Explain to students that people join groups because they have something 
in common or have common goals. Ask students to list some of the groups 
to which they belong.  
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 ____________________ 
 
2. Divide your class into small groups for this activity. Each group will need 
a newspaper, a large piece of paper or poster board, a scissors and some 
glue. Each group will skim the newspaper to find pictures of groups. Paste 
each picture on the poster board or paper and under each picture, write the 
type of group it is or might be. When each group is finished they should 
show their collage to the class. They should describe the groups they found 
and what those groups do. Finally, the class can talk about why people are in 
the groups they are in and why groups are important to our society. 
Ultimately, students should understand that a society with functioning 
groups is more likely to be the type of society that succeeds and has a 
successful economy.  
 
3. Have the students look through the newspaper to find pictures of people 
working. Do the pictures show people getting along well with others? Why 
do your students think this is so? List those jobs on the lines below. 
 
____________________  ____________________ 
 
____________________  ____________________ 
 
 
Counting Money   
Content Standard: identifying coin denominations 
Have students find the cost of the newspaper on the front page. Then they 
can draw the coins they would need to pay for the newspaper. How many 
different ways can they do that? Have the students find 4 more items in the 
newspaper that cost less than a dollar and to draw the coins they’d need to 
pay for each one. 
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Digitized 
Content Standard: understanding place value 
Have the children look through the newspaper for numbers with one digit, 
then two digits and so on up to finding a number with five digits. They can 
write the numbers on the lines below. 
 _____ 
 _____  _____ 
 _____  _____  _____  
 _____  _____  _____  _____ 
 _____  _____  _____  _____  _____ 
  

 
Working Hard for the Money 
Content Standard: understanding job opportunities 
Introduce the concept that working provides people with an opportunity to 
earn money to support themselves and their families. They should also 
understand that many people work at jobs where they earn money and enjoy 
the work, too. What job do your students think they would enjoy doing? 
Allow time for them to brainstorm good jobs and list the responses on the 
board. Then distribute newspapers and allow time for students to find 
pictures of people at work. Students should decide if the people in the photos 
seem to be enjoying the work? What jobs are they doing? 

 
 ________________________ ________________________  

  
Ask students to tell if  more people in the pictures seem to be working by 
themselves or with others? List those jobs on the lines below and have 
students draw a smiley face next to the ones that look like fun. 
 
 ________________________ ________________________ 
 
 
Bank Logo 
Content Standard: creating graphic representations 
The students can skim the newspaper to find logos of businesses that are 
familiar to them. Then they can draw a logo to represent their local bank. 
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Working in the Comics 
Content Standard: recognizing career opportunities 
Direct the students to the comics. Have them discuss why the page is titled 
Coffee Break. Can they find any comic strips that have people working? 
Have them write the name of the strip and the job. 
 
Comic Strip _____________________________________________      
 
Job _______________________________ 
 
Comic Strip _____________________________________________      
 
Job _______________________________ 
 
Comic Strip _____________________________________________      
 
Job _______________________________ 
 

 
 
Tools of the Trade 
Content Standard: understanding skills for job performance 
Have the students look through the newspaper to find some of the “tools” 
that people use to do their jobs. For example, a teacher might need pencils, 
paper and a brief case. Have them find tools that could be used by: 
 A scientist 
 A salesman  
 A secretary 
 A lawyer 
 A computer technician 
 A carpenter 
 
Do they see any other job tools in the newspaper? Write them on the lines 
below?  

   _______________     _______________     _______________ 
 

   _______________     _______________     _______________ 
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Goals 
Content Standard: responding to questions 
Explain to your students that a goal is something that you want to be able to 
do or to have. For example, they might have a goal of finishing their 
homework by a certain time. Making a new friend can be a goal. Students 
should understand that once they have a goal, they can make a plan to reach 
that goal. First comes the goal, then the plan to get the goal. They should 
understand how a goal and a wish are different. The difference is that a goal 
is something you can plan for and work toward. A wish is something you 
may want but don’t really have a plan to get it.  
 
They can go home and ask their parents to share with them a goal that they 
had and achieved.  
 
Then explain that some goals are about money. Saving up enough money to 
buy a book or a game is a kind of goal. Families may have money goals, too. 
They may want to be able to save enough money to go on vacation or to buy 
something that everyone can enjoy. Invite students to find something in the 
newspaper that would make a good family goal purchase.  
 
Money Watch  
Content Standard: understanding properties of numbers 
Have the children look through the newspaper for items that have to do with 
money. They can find:  

A dollar sign   
A decimal point  
A cent sign 
A percent sign 
A picture of money 
A price that is more than a dollar 
A comma separating a large number 

 
Goods and Services 
Content Standard: understanding concepts of an economic system 
The students can create a collage of goods and services their family uses by 
clipping out words, pictures or photos they can find in the newspaper.  
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Acting Out 
Content Standard: investigating career opportunities 
Divide your class into groups of three or four students each. Each group can 
find a job in the newspaper and play “Job Charades” by acting it out so that 
the other groups can guess what job they found.  
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Glossary – Words to Know 
 
 
Discuss with the class the meanings of the words below. Have each child 
select a word and draw a picture to fit the meaning. Then the children can 
look through the newspaper and cut and paste graphics to make a class 
picture dictionary. 
 
Cent - A fractional monetary unit, a coin worth one-hundredth of the value 
of the basic unit 
 
Decimal - a number in the decimal system, divided by tens or hundreds 
 
Dollar - A coin or note worth one dollar 
 
Goods - Wares, portable personal property 
 
Group - A number of people together 
 
Services - Work done for others as an occupation or business 
 
Skills - A developed talent or ability 
 
Tools - Something used in the performance of an operation; an instrument 




